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CLXVII: 


The Prompter. 





Slowly, and Late, in Arts, did Men excell. 


* 


BLACK MORE. 





FRIDAY, JUNE II. 1736. 





and eftablifhes itsfelf upon 
Maxims of Commerce, It is 
a furprizing Inconfiitency, to 
find narrow Notions prevail- 
ing, to the Difadvantage of 
new Improvements, and At- 
tempts for Difcovery.—As 
DwGACPGIORNEA there is nothing falfer, in Na- 
ture, than the Foundation which fupportsfuch Opi- 
nions, It may be of general Inftruction, and Ule, 
if [entertain my Readers with fome Remarks, from 
a Hand I was lately oblig’d to, concerning the diffe- 
ent Condition wherein Arts, and Sciences ftood, 
but a very few Centuries ago, compar’d with their 
Encreafe, and Improvements) at prefeit. 
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Tue World, but a few Ages fince, was ina very 
oor Condition, asto Trade, and Navigation: Nor, 
indeed, were they much better in other Matters of 
ufeful Knowledge ; Mankind feem’d, in genera], 
{tor’d with no other Knowledge, than Nature, and 
Neceffity, immediately diated. In fhort, it was a 
Green-headed Time, every ufeful Improvement was 
hid from them; they had neither look’d into Heaven, 
nor Earth ; into the Sea, nor Land, as has been done, 
fince. They wereconfin’d, in their Underftandings, 
as in their Dwellings ; they might be faid notto know 
above a Quarter Part of the Globe, and not to un- 
derftand 2 Quarter of That, they knew; Letuslooka 
little into the Particulars--They had Philo/ophy without 
Experiment ;— Mathematicks without Inftruments. 
—Geometry without Scale.—Aflroxomy without De- 


monftration. 





Tey made War without Powder, Shot, Cannon, 
or Mortars ; nay, the Mob made their Bonfres, 
without Squibs, or Crackers. 


THEY went to Sea, without Compafs, and fail’d, 
without the Needle. 


TuHey view'd the Stars, without Telefcopes, and 
meafur’d Laticudes, without Obfervation. 


Learning had no Printing-Prefs; Writing no Paper, 
and Paper no Ink; the Lover was fore’d to fend his 
Mittrefs a Deal Board, for a Love Letter, and a Bil- 
Jet-Doux mizht be about the Size of an ordinary 
Trencher. 


Tuey were cloath'd, without Manufacture ; and 
their riche? obes were the Skins of the 2zof? formé- 
dable Monkters.: 


Tuey carried on Trade, without Books ; and 
Correfpondence, without Poffs; Their Merchants 
kept no Accounts, their Shopkeepersno Ca/h Books. 


Tuey had Chirurgery, without Asatomy; and 
Phyficians, without the Materia Medica. 


THEY gave Emeticks, without Hypocacuana : 

° . ‘ : ? 

drew Blifters, without Cantharides ; andcur’d Agues, 
without the Bark. f 


As for Geographick Difcoveries, they had neither 
feen the North Cape, nor the Cape of Good Hope, 
South. All the difcover’d inhabited World, which 
they knew, and converfed with, was preferib’d within 
very narrow Limits; that is to fay, France, Britain, 
Spain, Italy, Germany, and Greece, the leffer Afia, 
the Weft Parts of Perfia, Arabia, the North Parts 
of Africa, and theIflands of the Mediterranean Sea ; 
and ‘This was the wHoLE WoRLD, to them. 


Nor that even The/e Countries were fully known, 
neither; and feveral Parts of them not inquir’d into 
at all. 


Germany was known little farther than the Banks of 
the E/be; Poland as little beyond the Viftula; or 
Hungary, beyond the Danube. 


Mufcovy, or Ruffia, perfectly unknown, as much 
as China beyond it; and India only by a little Com- 
merce upon the Coait, about Surat and Malabar. 


Africa had been more known ; but, by the Ruin 
of the Carthaginians, all the Weftern Coatt of it 
was funk out of Knowledge again, and forgotten ; 
The Northern Coaft of Africa inthe Mediterranean 
remain’d known, and that was all; for the Saracens, » 
over-running the Nations, which were planted there, . 
ruind Commerce, as well as Religion. 


THe Baltick Sea was not difcover’d; nor eventhe 
Navigation of itknown; for the Teutonick Knights 
came not thither, till the Thirteenth Century; fo 
that Navigation was in its State of Infancy: for, as 
all the naval Stores, on this Side of the World, came 
frour the Coaftsof Pomerania, Pruffia,and Livonia, 
little cou’d be done in buildinz, or fitting out Ships, 
till Zey began to furnifh the Materials, except what 
the Venetians, did in the Adriatic, who had their 
naval Stores, another Way. 


Tuus far, as to the Countries, 


s. which mizht be 
faid to bekvown, or half known. 


As. 























As to modern Difcoveries, how defective were 
paft Ages? and to how narrow a Compafs were they 
confind? , 


America was not heard of, nor fo much as a Suz- 
geftion in the Minds of Men, that any Part of the 
. World lay That Way. 


Tue Coafts of Greenland, or Spitsbergen, and 
the Whale-Fifhing, not known ; the beft Navigators 
in the World, at that Time, wou’d have fled from a 
Wua eg, with much more Fright and Horror, than 
they wou’d have done from the DeviL, in the moit 
terrible Shapes, they had been told he appear’d in. 


Tue Coats of Angola, Congo, the Gold and the 
Grain, Coafts, on the Weft Side of Africa, (from 
fifteen Degrees North, totwenty five Degrees South, 
of the Line) from whence, fince that Time, fuch 
immenfe Wealth has been drawn, not difcover'd; nor 
the leaft Inquiry made after them. 


ALL the Eaft-India, and China, Trade, not only 
undifcover’d, but out of the Reach of Expectation ! 
Coffee, and Tea, (thofe modern Bleffings of 
Mankind) had never been heard of ; All the un- 
bounded Ocean, we now call the South-Sea, was hid, 
and unknown ; All the 4¢/antic Ocean, beyond the 
Mouth of the Straights, was frightful, and terrible 
in the diftant Profpect ; nor durft any one peep into 
it; otherwife than as they might creep along the Coaft 
of Africa, towards Sallee, or Santa Cruz. 





THE North Seas were hid ina Veil of impenetrable 
Darknefs; The Whitg Sea, or Arch-Angel, was a 
very modern Difcovery; not found our, till Sir Huh 
Willougby doubled the North Cape, and paid dear for 
the Adventure ; being frozen to Death, with all his 
Crew, on the Coafts of Lapland; while his Com- 
panion’s Ship, with thefamous Mr. Chancelor, went 
on, to the Seer os of Rwffia, call’'d the White Sea, 
where no Chriftian Strangers had ever been, before 


him. 


In thefe narrow Circumftances ftood the Frame 
of the World’s Knowledge, at the Beginning of the 

teenth Century, when Men of Genius began to 
look abroad, and about ’em. Now, as it was won- 
derful to fee a World {0 full of People, and People 
fo capable of Improvement, yet, fo ftupid, and fo 
blind ; fo ignorant, and fo perfectly unimprov’d; it 
was as wonderful, to fee, with what.a general Ala- 
crity they took the Alarm, almoft all together ;_pre- 
paring themfelves, as it were, on a fudden, by a 
general Infpiration, to fpread Knowledge through 
the Earth, and to fearch into every Thing, that it was 
poffible to uncover. 


How furprizing is it to look back, fo little a Way, 


behind us, and fee, that, even in lefs than two Hun-- 


dred Years, all this (now fo Self-wife) Part of the 
World did not fo much as know, whether there was 
any fuch Place, as a Ruffia, a China, a Guinea, a 
Greenland, or a North-Cape? that, as to America, 
it was never fuppofed, there was any fuch Place, 
neither had the World, tho” they ftood upon the 
Shoulders of four thoufand Years Experience, the 
leaft Thought, fo much as that there was any Land, 


that way ! 
As they were ignorant of Places, fo of Things 


alfo; fo vaft are the Improvement of Science, that 
all our Knowledge of Mathematicks, of Nature, 


of the brighteft Part of human Wifdom, had their 
Admiffion among us within thefe two laft Centuries. 


Wauat was the World then, before ? and to what 
were the Heads and Hands of Mankind apply’d ? The 
Rich had no Commerce, the Poor no Employment: 
War, and the Sword, wasthe great Field of Honour. 
the Stage of Preferment; and you have {carce a Man 
eminent, in the World, for any Thing, before That 
Time, but for a furious outragious failing upon his 
Fellow Creatures, like Nimrod, and his Succeffors 
of modern Memory. 


WHERE were the Men, that arriv’d to Fame 
and Diftinétion, by Trade? by the Mathematicks ? 
by the Knowledge of natural, or experimental, Phi- 
lofophy ? where were the Raleizghs, the Verulams 
the Boyles, or Newtons, of thofe Ages? Nature be- 
ing not inquir’d into, difcover’d none of her Secrets ; 
they neither knew, nor fought to know, what, now 
is the Founrain of all human Knowledge, and the 
great Myftery, for wife Men to fearch into, I mean 
NATURE. 


As then the World is atriv'd to that Height of 


human Knowledge, which we now fee among them, . 


and the Improvements of Mankind are fo infinitel 
greater, in thefe two laft Centuries, than before; t 
muft be Matter of Wonder to this Age, and all the 
Ages to come, to look back, and fee, how poorly 
the World went on, for fo many Thoufand Years, 
even to the Heels of our Times; and I make no 
Queftion but that after Ages, (fo great are the Dit- 
coveries, that are, {till, behind) will be equally afto- 
nifh’d at the Dulnefs and Ignorance of owrs. 


How may they, hereafter, when fome effectual - 


Method for afcertaining the Lozgitude of the Globe 
fhail be difcover'd to them, admire at our Stupidity 
in not being able to find it out fooner? Juft as we, 
now, admire at the Ignorance, even, of the great 
Sir Francis Drake, and Sir Walter Raleigh, whofe 
Geography was fo weak, and fo fhort fighred, (nor- 
withftanding they had the Ufe of the Compafs, and 
knew, that the Earth, and Sea, together, muft be 
one, united, Globe) that they ran away, to the South- 
ward, as far as the Cazary Iflands, and, then, ftood 
over, Weft, to the Charibbee Iflands, then North, 
through the Culph of Florida, and fo coatted along 
the Shore, we, now, call Carolina, to find out the 
Coaft of Virginia; a Voyage, almoft a thoufand 
Leagues, about. 


In the fame Manner, and with no lefs Folly, did 
all our beft-skill’'d Navigators, both Englifb and 
Spanijb, even to this very Age, puzzle, and perplex 
themfelves, with infinite Trouble, as well as Hazard, 
in working, for one hundred Leagues, through the 
Straights of Magellan, to pafs into the South Seas ; 
which Straight ’tis very probable never Ship will pa{s 
through, agaiz; there being {o fair a Way, and an 
open Sea, round Cape Horz, without any of thofe 
Difficulties, and Hazards, tho’ a little out of the 
Way ; verifying with infinite Advantage, a fignifi- 
cant, tho’ homely, Proverb. 


Tuus, the World is daily excreafing, in experi- 
mental Knowledge; and let no Man flatter the Age 
with pretending, we are atriv’d to a Perfection of 
Difcoveries. 


What's 20W, diftover’d, only ferves to foow, 
That nothing’s known, to what is, yet, to know. 
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